Accuracy.     For purposes  of  this discussion four statistical characteristics
and/or concepts have been combined into  one  construct which we   term  "accuracy."
The   four characteristics  are validity,   reliability,   sampling,   and completeness.
Survey sampling statisticians  have  labeled validity,   reliability,   and
completeness  as  non-sampling errors.

David expresses  the  importance and priority  of data accuracy very well:

"Although it is  certainly  important  to drive data collection by  the
questions   of   interest,    IN  THE  CASE   OF  NCES   DATA ACCURACY   IS   BY   FAR   THE  MOST
CRITICAL   ISSUE.      IP  THE  DATA  CONTINUE   TO   BE  AS   INACCURATE   IN  THE  FUTURE   AS
THEY  HAVE   BEEN   IN   THE   PAST,   ALL OTHER   ISSUES  ARE  MOOT.      Careful   choices
about what data  to  collect and clear reporting and interpretation  cannot
compensate  for  inaccurate data."   (Emphasis  added.)

Contrast David's views with  those of Grant who  raises  the  issue  of   the   trade-off
between accuracy and timeliness:

"Statistics...(on).,.public school enrollment,   attendance,   teachers,
graduates,   revenues  and expenditures,   should be   collected on an annual
basis.      IN  PREPARING   THE  REPORTS   WE  SHOULD   EMPHASIZE   SPEED  RATHER  THAN
PRECISION,    SO   THAT   THE   DATA   CAN   BE   PUBLISHED   BEFORE   THE   END   OF   THE   SCHOOL

YEAR FOR WHICH THEY RELATE.     This means   that the financial data  in the  Fall
report will be  estimates  rather than  the   final,   audited figures.     When  the
Fall survey is  repeated,   the  respondent  should be encouraged to report  any
changes  that have  occurred in  the data they  submitted for the previous
year,   and those  corrections should be printed in at  least one  subsequent
edition of  the publication."   (Emphasis added.)

By  this methodology,   Grant  feels  timely school  statistics will be published
annually.

Yet,   Plisko,   Ginsburg and Chaikind raise another issue that suggests  efforts   to
improve  the quality of   educational data  are  contrary to accuracy from a
political perspective.

"The tremendous national interest in educational  improvement provides
impetus  to push  for reform of our national base  of educational statistics.
But reforms will be not easily accomplished.    Representatives  of  some
educational  special  interest may not want improved statistical  information
for fear their activities will be placed  in an unfavorable
light.,..     Moreover,   many in Congress do  not give educational  statistics  a
very high priority.     Political benefits  come from providing direct  services
to constituents,   not  better data."

It  is   clear that for NCES  to redesign and improve the quality of  its  data
collection processes,   trade-offs are going to be needed between cost,   technical
issues  (accuracy),   timeliness,   and the political considerations.

Plisko,  Ginsburg,   and Chaikind suggest  that  the  current NCES elementary  and
secondary data have certain accuracy problems and recommend improvements   in  the
data  for special needs populations,   class  size,   home  learning,   and school
discipline.
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